
2010 Minnesota STAR Award Nominees 
 
 
 
 

Best Use of Food/Beverage 
 

Sultry Supper Club Soiree 
Lindsey Piram, ƎƛǾŜ Ƴȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻΧ 

 
A local nightclub was transformed for an evening into a sultry supper 
club with food and libations reminiscent of the fabulous forties. 
Authenticity of the era was adhered to from soup to nuts, literally. 

 
 
A Klingon Christmas Carol 
Marie Porter, Celebration Generation Cakes 
 

For opening night, we engineered a small-scale CAKE replica of a 
Klingon Bird of Prey ship.  It was 4' acǊƻǎǎΣ ά.ƭƻƻŘ-wŜŘέ ǾŜƭǾŜǘ ŦƭŀǾƻǊŜŘΣ 
and was an epic success with everyone in attendance. 
 
 
 
Christmas Tea 
Megan Cooley, SMDC Health System 
 
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ¢ŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƴƻ 
other. The theme called for the creatioƴ ƻŦ ŀ άǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘΣέ 
highlighting food and beverage on a high-end scale. 
 
 



Best Use of Floral 
 

 
 
Fairytale Brides Photo Shoot 
Ashley Fox, Ashley Fox Designs 
 
Twelve fairytale bridal looks were going to be created for a photo shoot.  I was 
invited to create the bouquets for them all. The floral designs had to be 
romantic, playful, bold and completely unique.  
 
 
 
Danielle & Leif Wedding 
Jean Cowles, Violets Flowers 
 
This event took place at a venue that presented unique design challenges. We 
developed the ōǊƛŘŜΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ κ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎƭŜŜƪΣ ǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ άǿƻǿ ŦŀŎǘƻǊέ 
reception. Monochromatic white florals provided a lush canvas for unique 
lighting. 
 
 
Wish Ball 2009 
Marsha Hunt, Thompson Hunt Floral and Event Design 
 
¢ƘŜ Ǝŀƭŀ ǘƘŜƳŜ άbƻŎƘŜ tŀǊŀ [ƻǎ bƛƷƻǎΣέ enticed guests to experience an 
evening in a hot, jazzy, Latin American night club, surrounded by lush tropical 
blooms, palm trees, and architectural elements draped in abundant fresh 
flowers. 
 

 



 
Best Event Design & Décor (Budget under $25,000) 

 
 
Kukla Viva Glam Wedding 
Pete Nelson, Event Lab 
 
Through the use of a contemporary color palette of eggplant, platinum and 
fuchsia, stunning floral and custom pieces, the bride and groom were treated 
to an unbelievable setting of sophisticated elegance with a glamorous touch.   
 
 

 
Rubber Ducky 
Kathy Bakeberg, Festivities 
 
Rubber ducks were everywhere with an exciting display of turquoise draping, 
acrylic bubbles, a claw foot tub and flower duck made out of 1,000 
carnations.  This was an exceptional shower for a special mother-to-be. 

 
 
 
Elegant, Whimsical Tea Party 
Eve Deikel Wendel, EVE Events 
 
9ǾŜƴ !ƭƛŎŜ ŜƴǾƛŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΗ  ! ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
elegance and whimsy.  Handmade invitations, vintage linens and china, fabric-
wrapped tea amenities, and fanciful, vintage-inspired cakes.  No detail was 
left untouched. 
 

 



 
Best Event Design & Décor (Budget $25,000 and over) 

 
CuisineArt 
Todd Pinzuti, Bungalow 6 Design 
 
Presented within a local prestigious art museum, this fundraising gala 
featured the perfect blend of entertainment, an interactive cooking 
competition, a distinguished crowd, a celebrity chef, fabulous cuisine and 
fresh, distinctive décor.   
 
 
Wine and Cheese Event 
Nancy Jacobs, edgProductions 
 
This illuminated ultra lounge integrated corporate branding and promotion 
into the design of the décor.  Rich floral, candle light and translucent fabrics 
added an unexpected flair to the sleek lines of the event.  
 
 
 
Moroccan Fall Festival 
Pete Nelson, Event Lab 
 
The colorful and exciting landscape of Morocco was the destination of this 
annual client appreciation event.  The ballroom was completely transformed 
using silk fabrics, hanging floral arrangements and dramatic lighting, 
transporting guests into another world. 



 
Best Use of Marketing/Graphic Design 

 
Trend Wedding 2009 
The Wedding Guys® 
Sarah Glad, A Milestone Paper Co. 
 
A wedding design team and local graphic design firm set forth on an 
ambitious task: to create, design, and produce a haute wedding concept 
that was infused with the inspiration of pop art.  
 

 
 
WOMENetwork Symposium 
Allianz Life 
 
The marketing design for the WOMENETWORKSM Symposium flowed 
naturally from our focus on women.  It included imagery to reflect their 
lives, and an invitation incorporated into a business-card-holder to show we 
understand their unique desires. 
 
 
The Unveiled Wedding Event 
The Wedding Guys® 
 
For the launch of our national tour we were challenged to destroy the mold 
of traditional bridal tradeshow marketing. With cutting edge graphic design 
we promoted our ultimate wedding planning experience to Dallas Brides. 
 
 



 
Best Event Photography/Videography 

 
Wedding Trade Show 
Amy Coppersmith, Coppersmith Photography 
 
We were asked to document a wedding tradeshow. We provided event 
photography to my client allowing them to demonstrate the details of the 
event and showcase why this wedding tradeshow is the best in the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
Trend Wedding Giveaway 
Matthew Coppersmith, Coppersmith Photography 
 
We photographed a wedding giveaway for one lucky couple. We provided 
editorial style of photography coverage to my client to showcase every 
detail and event during the day, and show the talents of every vendor. 
 
 
 
Living Room Halloween Event 
Katrina Hannemann, Studio Laguna Photography 
 
Event photography that compliments not only the guests, but the venue as 
well.  These images allow the Living Room Bar to showcase the decadence, 
excitement, and overall ambiance of one of their events.   
 
 

 
 
 



 
Best Event Support Services 

 
 
 

 
EA Tech Lounge 
Tim McVean, AVEX 
 
AVEX was called upon to provide a gaming lounge for EA that would allow 
them to showcase upcoming EA game releases.  The event required 
constant service from our technical and design staff throughout the event. 
 
 
 
Company Expo/Product Launch 
Jim Bach, Apres Party & Tent Rental 
Michael Feldbaum, Apres Party & Tent Rental 
 
Our mission for this project was to assist a Fortune 500 company in 
providing climate-controlled, temporary tent structures for their one-day 
dealer expo and new product launch with 2,500 dealers in attendance 
worldwide. 
 
 
New Year�[s Event 2009 
Kevin Nelson, Ultimate Events 
 
Recipe for a great event:  Wedge a tent into a parking lot during the middle 
of a freezing cold winter. Add a few thousand patrons, great music and get 
it all done in 3 days!    
 
 
 

 
Best Use of Entertainment 

 
�d�Z���š�[�•���>�]�(���J 
Char Mason, Coleman Mason Events 
Cookie Coleman, Coleman Mason Events 
Pat Frederick, Pat Frederick Productions 
 
The classic nightclub era was back for one unforgettable evening gala with 
ŀ ǎǿƛƴƎƛƴƎΩ wat Pack floor show by the purveyors of cool...Frank, Sammie 
and Dean. Coat and tie was required: black tie of course. 
 


